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SUBJECT: GATSHA BUTHELEZI DEFENDS HIS LEADERSHIP BEFORE CROWD IN 
SOWETO 

1 . KWA-ZULU CHIEF MINISTER GATSHA BUTHELEZI, MAKING A SPIRITED 
DEFENSE OF HIS BLACK LEADERSHIP ROLE, ATTACKED THOSE WHO "BEAT 
THE DRUMS OF DIVISION" IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY BEFORE 15,000 
CHEERING SUPPORTERS IN SOWETO YESTERDAY (APRIL 9). BUTHELEZI'S 
SPEECH WAS HIS FIRST MAJOR ADDRESS SINCE THE INCIDENT AT THE 
FUNERAL OF ROBERT SOBUKWE IN GRAAF-REINET LAST MONTH WHEN 
HE WAS UNCEREMONIOUSLY ASKED TO LEAVE AND NEARLY ASSAULTED. 

2. THE MAJOR GIST OF BUTHELEZI'S SPEECH WAS AN ATTACK ON THOSE 
WHO HAD "GIVEN CREDIBILITY TO A BUNCH OF POLITICAL THUGS WHO 
HAD ABUSED INSTEAD OF HONORED THE MEMORY OF SOBUKWE"..SPECIFI- 
CALLY, BUTHELEZI RAILED AGAINST SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, DESMOND TUTU, THE BLACK PEOPLE'S 
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CONVENTION, THE SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS ORGANIZATION, AND "LIBERAL 
WHITE JOURNALISTS" SUCH AS PATRICK LAWRENCE OF THE RAND DAILY 
MAIL FOR VARIOUSLY PLANNING THE ATTACK AND/OR JUSTIFYING IT 
IN THE PRESS. 

3. THE ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION GIVEN BUTHELEZI IN AN VENUE 
SOMETIMES REGARDED AS HOSTILE TERRITORY (SOWETO), IS CERTAINLY 
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INDICATIVE THAT THE MAN (BUTHELEZI) HAS STRONG SUPPORT AND 
THAT ZULUS HERE, AS WELL AS IN NATAL, REJECTED THE "SORRILOUS" 

ATTACK ON BUTHELEZI AT THE SOBUKWE FUNERAL. AS NOTED IN PREVIOUS 
REPORTING, THE GRAAF-REINET INCIDENT MAY HAVE CONSOLIDATED 
THAT SUPPORT HE HAS RATHER THAN HAVE HURT HIM. 

JOHNSON 

NOTE BY OC/T: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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